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to explain the origin of death, or at all events the loss of
immortality, by the mistake or misconduct of a messenger
whom a great deity had sent with the glad tidings to man-
kind. In the other versions the deity who sends the gospel
of immortality is often the moon ; and among the animals
which the moon employs as his messengers the most fre-
quently mentioned are the chameleon, the lizard, and the
hare. The story of the Fall of Man in Genesis belongs to
the same type of folk-tale, which is nowhere so common as
among the black races of Africa.
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